There ¢an no difficylty exist in an 
mind in relation to the trne state of the ler 
tile world at present, having the Jews for} 
their pattern. The apostle Paul, 3 in the llth 
_ chapter to the Romans, macotenhe had told the | 

Gentiles upen. what principles it was, that the 
Jews pee stood and Fall, warned them to take 
(the Gentiles, ) like the Jews, 
faith; and if they lost their 


he 

faith. - And the Gentiles, when they became 
ret must 8 


knew 
that ‘the Gentiles were in. great danger of 
falling, afler the’same example of unbelief, 
ther bre he. warns them to. fear, lest this 
should be thecase. - 

Let us eriquire whether the Gentiles have 
continued in faith, or whether like the Jews 
they have fallen into unbelief? for ifthe Gen- 
tileshave continued in faith, then will the 
of faith be found among .them. We 

eviously seen these fruits 


in gifts of th the Haly Ghost a in all 


theif im tongues, and the in- 
terpretatien of.to that when: men were 

under the nee of faith there were 
aposties, prophets, pastors, teachers, evan- 
gelist, that all these, were nothing 
“en nevery age world, and among 
lived by the faith of the 
Son: of God; and were always enjoyed. by 
when any. ittered not |. 


how: righteous the 


proved: of in. othis 
subject there is no- to.t 
present Gentile w heres that 
thing of found 
ent; t 
4 


ne peop 
| tere ther | 


sap-'| lowance 
fe 


when the kingdom ae 


amon ther 
should abide with 
‘and is not known among them; all 
the powers of the spiritual dom Rave 
ceased to exist, and all their glory hi 
God is no more known among 


they are wandering in darkness, and in iin 

| ness; lashing against one another like a trqub-— 
utin: are none 


as the Jews were when it i 
‘The kingdom shall be taken, from .; 
given to a nation. bringing. forth, 
as | thereof.’’ Let an inspired man 
pearance among them, and with ane conse 
they will cry imposturel false ! 
knave! villain! and every other ep 
that malice can invent: so 

‘and for this the Gentiles "upbraided: the 
the bitterest terms, and yet the 

‘are doing the same God en God. 
the Jews because they di ‘not bring forth. the 
fruits of the kingdom, eee ie Gentiles 
inust share the same fate, if God is no respec- 
‘ter of persons. - 

‘This subject is so. clearly, set forth in ‘the - 
to the Romans, that- 
mistake it. The apostle says 
it towards the Jews in cutting 

goodness towards the ‘Gent es, 

they y Gentiles} continued. in 
ness; if not, they, like the Jews, id-Ge 
cut off. . See the. 2nd verse. .‘‘Behold, there- 
fore, the. goodness and severity of. God: on 
them which. fell, severity; but toward. 
| goodness, if thou contiaue in his Le 
otherwise thou: shalt algo be. cute off.’? Now 
let the reader particular] 
expression, ‘otherwase cut.of..’ 

hat is, unless they. in 
ness they s!:onld be eut.off., . "Thy no 
_ for them, 3 


and 
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‘Communication || the: others. among whom: 
| could be with; but as to the. fact.of the fruits 
having cease, it.is no where disputed; or at 
least among the sects. ‘ibd ek a 
: That. the. Gentiles have fallen from. their 4 
high standigg before God, and incurred his a 
displeasure, cannot be doubted by any. man a 
acquainted with the scriptures: all the gran¢ : 
uth as Wie Jews Gia Wiel’ 5, Ulal UWley 
the Jews, should be cut off, also. See the q 
19th, 20th, and 2ist verses: ‘‘Thou wilt say 
then, thie branches were broken off, that I 
min grafted in. Weil; because of unhbe- 
lief they were broken off, and thou standest | no apc among them to administer inthe ee 
by faith. Be net:high-minded but fear: for if} name of the Lord Jesus, nor no prophets. to - a 
God spared not the natural branches, take| reveal unto them. the things. w .awai 
ireed ‘lest he spare not thee.” So that the} them, In short, every thing which ret 
Gentiles must either stand by faith, or else} the kingdom of heaven desirable, has fle : 
fall: for af the Jows patand|away. And they are in the same situatidl 
of ynbehief. ‘‘ Thou standest by faith, be 
matter nus; Thatgif the Gen-  « 
continued in the. situation in 
placed them, . whan they. the : kuig- 
that-beth: the-Jewe and: Gentiles of this age, | 


#9 


Tief the 


2 

~ 


the 20th verse, of this 


the apostle, 
11th chapter to the Romans, (speaking 
to the Gentiles, ) ‘‘and thou standest by faith. 


I will here quote both the 19th and 20th ver- 
ses at full length. The apostle is speaking 
to the\ Gentiles and says, ‘‘Thou wilt say 
then, the branches were broken off, that L 
grafted in. Well, because of unbe- 
were broken off, and thou standest 


4 by faith. Be not high minded but fear.’’— 
ho cann 


ot see that the apostle shows plain- 
By the Gentiles, that their standing before 
» depended on their faith; and that if 
their faith failed, they would lose their stan- 
ding before him, and like the Jews, be cut off? 
Another thing to be i y noticed is, 
that they [the Gentiles] must continue in his 


unless they continued in faith, they could 


' mot continue in the goodness of God; for the 


dness of God could alone be enjoyed by 
ith. So that the apostle has made the sub- 

ject exceedingly plain, that all may under- 

stand, who have the least discernment. 

Let us follow the apostle a little further, 
and see how he disposes of the whole matter. 
After he had warned the Gentiles to beware 
Jest they should fall after the same example 
of unbelief by which the Jews had fallen, con- 


‘tinues his discourse, speaking to the Gen- 


tiles concerning the Jews; in the 23 verse he 
says, **And rath also, if they abide not sti!] 
in unbelief, shall be grafted in: for God is 
able to graftthem inagain. Forif thou wert 
cut out of the olive-tree which is wild by na- 
ture, and wert grafted contrary to nature in- 
toa good olive-tree; how much more shall 
these, which be the natural branches, be graft- 
ed into their own olive-tree? For I would 
not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of 
this mystery, (lest ye should be wise in your 
own pg te that blindness in part is hap- 
pened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gen- 
tiles be come in. And so all Israel shall be 
paved: as it is written, there shall come out 


Of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away 


their sins.”’ 


‘angodlinessfrom Jacob: For this is my cov- 
enant unto them, when I shall take away 
See from the 22 to the 28 verse. 
In the above quotation, the apostle carries the 
subject to its proper issue, and shows how 
God will eventually dispose of the whole 


concern. He says that blindnessin part has 


happened unto Israel, until the fulness of the 
Gentiles be come in; then all Israel shall be 
saved. why; when the fulness of 


 _ the Gentiles shall be come in. Observe that 


the apostle had saidin the 23 verse, that they, 
ifthey continued not in unbelief, should be 
in 


; for God was able to graft | 


in. en will the Jews be grafted in 
again? the answer is, at the time when they 
are all to be saved. And when is that time? 
‘When the fainess of the Gentiles be come in.. 
But when will the fulness of the Gentiles be 
come in? “The anewer is again at hand.— 
That is; when they all shal! have ceased to 
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dness, and if so, must continue in faith; 


bring forth,the fruits of-the kingdom of heavy 
of al] parties, sects, and denominations, 


en, parties, 
and not one of them standing in the situation 


in which God had placed them: s0 that like 
the Jews, there: is none of them doing good, 
no not one: for though there be hun 3 of 
sects, and parties, yet all of them have gone 
out of the way, so that the fruits of the king- 
dom of heaven, or of God, have ceased to ex- 
ist among them; then isthe time that the 
world may prepare themselves to sce the Gcd 
of heaven set his hand the second time to re- 
cover the remnant of his people that shall be 
left from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from _ 
Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, 
and from Shinar, and-from Hamath, and - 
from the Islands of the sea. And. he shail — 
set yp an ensign for the nations, and shall 
assemble the out casts of Israel; and gather 
together the dispersed of Judah from the four 
corners of the earth. Isa. 11:11, & 12.— 
But why? we ask? Shail Israel be gathered 
from all the lands whither the Lord 
scattered them? because, alé Israe} shall be | 
saved, says the apostle; arid this cannot be 
done unless they are* gathered together: and 
not a small part of them, but all; for ald Is- 
rael is to be saved. Let it here be observed, 
that it was the judgments of God which scat- _ 
tered them, a while they continue in their 
present scattered condition, the judgment of 
God rests on them; and whenever the mercy 
of Ged returns to them, they will also return 
from their dispersion, and be gathered from — 
all countries whithersoever they have been 
scattered, or else all Israel will never be saved. 
But they will not only return, but the king- 
dom which their fathers lost, by reason of 
transgression, will be given to them; for be- 
fore this time, the Gentiles shall have ren- 
dered themselves unworthy of it, and it shall 
be taken from them, and they devoted to de- 
struction, while all Israel shall be gathered, 
and saved in the kingdom of God, or of heav- 
en, which is the same thing. 2 

The question is this, have the Gentiles 
continued in the ness of God? for if they 
have, they have nothing to fear; for while 
their services are in righteousness before the 
Lord, the powers of darkness cannot over- 
throw them, neither can the gates of hell pre- 
vail against them: but if on the contrary, 
they have departed from the doctrifié of 
Christ, and are following after fables, as cer- 
tain as the testimony of the prophets is true, 
so certain they will suffer an overthrow, and 
be cut off in the displeasure of the Lord; for 
so says the spirit of inspiration, and ager 
that believes in the Lord Jesus, dare deny it 
Peter says, in his second epistle 2:1, that if 


the fglse teachers among the Gentiles, should 
-4rftroduce heresies, or sects thein, as 
e 


the false prophets did among the Jews, that 
it would bring on’ their heads swift d2struc- 
tion. Paul says, that if the Gentiles did not 
continue in the goodness of God, they should 
also be cut off. And in another he 
says, that when Christ should be revealed 
from heaven i:: flaming fire, he should take 
vengeance on them that know not God, and 
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Now, if the Gentiles have rted from the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, they 
do not gospel, and must be 
ed when the Lord shall be revealed in fire. 
But to bring this subject toan immediate 


18 
| will say tothe contrary? If we ask, how 
/. ‘were the Gentiles to continue in his good- 
the answer is at hand, by faith; for 
4 sig es Bp of this 20th verse, that the 
" s had fallen because of unbelief; and then 
3 told the Gentiles that they were to stand by 
.. faith.. For the sake of having the subject 
; clearly understood even by tHe most careless 
goo 
4 | 


| of G I answer, there is 
noné; no, not so mitch as one. All the 


Catholics declare that the p 
departed from the faith, givmg heed to sedu- 
cing spirits, and doctrines of devils; while 
all the protestants say, that the Catholics 
have corrupted the kingdom of heaven at the 
very root, so that there is no fruits of right- 
eousness among them. And each sect and 
party among the protestants; charges the 
other sects with error, and a want of strict 
conformity to the truth. So that we have 
the testimony of both Catholics, and 
protestants, in all their various sects, and 
parties, all testifying to the same thing, and 
that is, that the Gentiles have not continued 
in the goodness of God. And what settles 
the question forever is, that Jesus, and the 
apostles, have concluded the whole in unright- 
eousness. And every man who has eyes to 
see, or cars to hear, must set to his seal and 
easy amen: for who that has read his bible 
through orice, but must see that the religion 
ofthe whole Gentile world is very different 
froin the religion of the new testament, and 
the churches very different, from the church- 
va mentioned in the new testament so that; 
all parties agree that there are no sr. h church- 
es now as mentioned in the scriptures, and 
the conclusion isinevitabl?, that if the church- 
esare not the same, they cannot both be 
equaily approved of in the sight of heaven; 
and if the churches- mentioned in the new 
‘testament were in the goodness of God, those 
in modern times have not continued in that 
dness; for if they had they would have 
continued to have been as those were. - 
BE CONTINUED. | 


FAITH OF THE CHURCH. No. VIII. 
- [Coutinued from the last No. of the Star.] 
‘There is no subject, have thought, 
now think, about which the religious world 
seems to be more bewildered, than that of" 
spiritual blessings; and traly it is of the first 
importance that we should’be correct on this 
subject above all others; for it was that we 
might be made partakers of spiritual blessings, 
that the Lord ever revealed himself to man; 
it was that we might be made partakers of the 
Spirit of God, that the gospel was ever pro- 
claimed to the world; it is because of the Ho- 
ly Spirit dwelling in us, that we are raised 
from the d2ad, to enjoy the glories of the 
heavenly kingdom; and indeed, every thing 
we enjoy in relation to eternal life, is throug 
and by the Spirit, in us, and 
through us, until by the power of that Spirit 
we are made meet to bé partakers of the in- 
heritance of the saints in light. Let me here 
observe, that it is by reason of the Holy Spir- 
it which our heavenly Father sends down 
among men, that any portion of the world is 
made heirs of God and joint heirs with Jesus 
Christ: men-are dependant on it for salvation: 
without it, the death and sacrifice of Jesus 
would have been in vain: for no creature 
would have been benefitted thereby. All the 
wisdom and knowledge that is worth enjoy- 
ing among men, is by-reason of this gift be- 
stowed upon men in the flesh; for it is the 
i this Spirit to convince, or reprove 
righteousness, and of 


province af 
the world of sin, 


and of ri 


stants have | of 


from the Father, he shall 


se teaching them things 


Bo thet 
of ri 
forth 
flesh. For anys 
the Savior, If I go not away the 3 
wili not come unto you, but if I depart I will 
send unto you. 16:7. In’order that 
we may have the subject of spiritual blessings, 
or of the work of she Spirit, in the sal- 
vation of men, fully before us, let us examine 
first what the Savior said to his disciples at 
the last feast of the passover, previous to his 
crucifixion. The discourse alluded to, is found 
inthe 13, 14, 15, 16, & 17 chapters of John’s 
ortestimony. In the 14 chapter, 15, 
6, and 17 verses, the Savior thus addresses 
his disciples: ‘‘If ye loveme, keep my com- 
mandments: and I will pray the Father, and | 
he shall give you another Comforter, that he 
may abide with you forever: even the spirit 
of truth whom the world cannot receive, be- 
cause it seeth him not, neither knoweth him; 
but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you 
and shall be iyou.’’ In the 26 verse he 
says: ‘*But the Comforter, which is the Ho- 
ly Ghost, whom the Father will send in 
name, he shall teach you all things, 
bring all things to your remembrance, what- 
soever I have said unto you.-” Inthe 15 
chapter and 26 verse we have the following 
sayings: ‘‘But when the Comforter iscome, | 
whom I will send unto you, from the Father, 
even the Spirit of truth which 
ify of me.’’—— 
In the 16 chapter, from the 6 to the 15 he 
said: ‘‘Nevertheless, I tell you the truth; it 
is expedient for you that I go away: for if I 
go not away, the Comforter will not come 
unto you; but if I depart, I will send him un- 
to you. And when he is come he will re- 
prove the world of sin, and of righteousness, ; 
and of judgment. Of sin, because: they be-» 
lieve not on me: of righteousness; because I _ 
go-to my father, and ye see me no more: of | 
j — ee the prince of this world is 
ged. I have yet many things to say unto 
ou, but you cannot bear them now. ‘Siew. 
it, when he, the Spirit of truth is he 
will guide you into all truth: forhe shall not — 
of himself; but whatsoever he shall — 
hear, that shall he speak; and he shall shew 
yea things tocome. He shall glorify me: 
or he shall receive of mine, and shall show 
it unto you.”’ 
In the uotations the following 
things are very Tae set forth. — 
First, The spirit of truth, which the apos- 
tles were to receive was to be in them. 
Second, It was to abide with them forever. 
Third, It was to teach them all things, 
and bring all things to their remembrance 
whatsoever Jesus had said unto them. 
Fourth, It was to testify of Jesus. : 
Fifth, It was to be a spirit of prophecy in 
to come... And 
ixth, It was toreprove the world. . 
These six things are clearly manifest in the 


above quotations, It may be necessary hece - 
for the sake : 


of clearness, 
in the course of the addregs of 


decision, where is the vect or party but con 4 
fesses that the Gentiles have not continued e 
3 
Z 
al 
y 
| 
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| 
, 
* 
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aii igs 
the Savior to his distipl whence. we 
Savior sets forth the gift of Joly Ghost, . 
a the vast importante he attaches 
3 


— 


=. Inthed7 chapter, whieh records his, prayer: 
forhis disciples, which he offered up unto, bis 
Father,, he. said,. concerning those 
dpe lie. gave the promise of the gift of 

Holy. Spirit, have manifested thy 
smame..dnto the men which thau gavest me 

‘gut of the world: thine they were, and thou 
gayest them me; and they. have kept. thy 
word... Now they have known, that all things 
whatsoever thon hast given me, are of thee: 

for I haye given unto them the words which 

thou gavest me; and they have received them, 
3 -and have known surely that'I have come out 
zy, ‘from thee, and they. have believed that thou 


Now reader notice particularly, that the Say- 
jor says to his heavenly Father concerning 
this. disciples, that he had manifested his 
jname, (the Father’s,) unto them, & he says, 
that they have kept thy word, and they have 
-known that ail things whatsoever thou hast 
pres me are of thee. And again, he gays, 
have given unto them the zwerds which theu 
pavent me; and they have receircd them, and 
4 have known surely thathave come out 
| from thee, and they have believed that thou 

a | ddst send me; and yet withail this, they had 
§ spot received the gift of the Ilely Ghost: so 
that a man may believe on Jesus Christ; re- 
«eeive his words, acknowledge his testimony, 
-and keep his words, and yet not have received 
‘the gift of the Holy Spirit. for after all this, 
_the disciples had the promise, that afier that 
time they should receive the gift of the Hely 
Spirit, which should be in then, and teach 
them and reiresh their memories of past 
things, and make Ahein acquainted with fu- 
‘ture things, and Jead them into all truth; and 
make them acquainted with things past, pres- 
-ent, and to come; isay reader, is it not 
_maarvelous, that.afler the diseiples had known 
eurely that the Savior had come out from 

. God, and had received his word, and kept it, 

t and had had the name of God manifested un- 
40 them, that they still needed this gift of the 
Spirit, distinct. from all this, to teach 


things? but so it was, for so says the Savior, 
and-you and I are not at liberty to deny it. 
From these sayings of the Savior, we have 
learned -this important, fact: that the gift of 
the Holy Spirit, is separate from believing 
the word of God, and receiving it, and keep- 
ang.it; for afler-a. man does. all this, he is 
then entitled to receive the gift of the Holy 
_ Spirit. Such was the case with the disci- 
“ ples who lived in the days of the Savior. 
Another: fact equally as plain is, that not- 
‘withstanding a man may have the name. of 
God manifested unto him; his word given 
unto him, and he believe it, and receive it, | 
,, and-keep it, still, he needs ‘the gift of the 
Holy Spirit after all this, to teach him all 
' things; to take the things of Jesus and show 
9 -unto him; er at least, it was the case 
with the disciples in the days of the ‘Savior. 
* A third factis, that the object of giving the 
_ Holy Spirit, is, that it may:dwell tz a man, 
_ and teach him all things; to strengthen his 
Maemory, and bring past-things ‘back ‘to his’ 
.FecoHection, and ‘unfold fiiture events” to bis 
wiew. Ina word, to be in him 4 spirit of” 


_ days ofthe Savior and his apostles, 


didst send me.’’ See 6, 7, and.8  verses.— |- 


things’? not some things, but hat these 
men were made acquainted with the mission 


revelation, and prophecy:. or it Was so in the | the: 
and hie apostles, ‘THis proclamation, is Torth so leacly 


order that. person may be saved, is not at- 
ony bye aweling 

a man, and teaching him the all things nect 
sary to be known: enlightning his mind jnto 
the knowledge of all truth; extending his sc- 
quaintance with futurity, and being in him an 
instructer, a teacher, a revealer of hidden 


with divine knowledge. 
TO BE CONTINUED. 


_ ‘THE GOSPEL, No. 
{ Continued from the last No. of the Ster.) 


I conclude that there are no people on earth 
who-believe in the plan of salvation, or gos- 
pel, as set forth in the scriptures, but that 
believe also, that all that will ever be saved, 
will be saved by virtue of the sacrifice of Je- 
sus—for this is taught by prophets, 
and aposiles, as , atleast, as we have 
knowledge of their teachings: they. all testi- 
fied of Jesi:s, and had knowledge of his com- 
ing into the world, in order that he might 
save it. Abraham saw his day and when he 
saw it was glad. John’s gospel 8 chap. 
ot} verse. The Savior says to the Jews ‘‘Had 
ye believed Moses, ye would have belieyed 
me; for he wrote of me.’’ John’s gospel 5 
‘chap. 4€ verse. And the author of the epis- 


teenied the reproach of Christ greater riches 
than the treasures in Egypt.’’ 11. .chap. 
from the 22 to the 27 verse. ‘‘By, faith Mo- 
ses, when he was born, was hid. three months 
of his parents; because they saw thet he was 
a proper child; and they were not affaid. of 
the king’s commandment. By faith Moses 
when he was come to years, refused to be 
called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter; choos- 
ing@ rather to suffer affliction with the people 
of God; than to enjoy the pleasures.of sin 
for a scasom: esteeming the reproach of Christ 

eater riches than the treasures in Egypt; for 


ward.” 
It cannot be a matter of dispute, that 


of Christ pes ne world, oe if so, they were 
acquainted with the gospel or plan of eternal 
life, which Peal cave was, the foun- 
dation of the world. But in order bat we 
may have a clear view of this matter let us 
enquire, what if was that was proclaimed to 
the world, which is called the gospel; for. be 


that what it may, it is God’s p a saving 


| men; for Paul says that the gespel is the pow- 


er of God unto salvation to all them that be- 
lieve. See Romans 1 chapter 16.verse “For 


it is the power of God unto salvation, to ev- 
ery one that believeth; to the Jew first and 
also to the Greek.’ go, let the -preclamation 
be what it may that was made to the world, 
by divine au Wet the inspired 
called ie, tat proclamation was the 
only thing which could id save any person of 
the human family, and that was. the. thin 

world, the purpose, or scheme of things, 
which was devised in eternity, through which 
purpose of his own will God desi ged to save 
‘them that believe. . 


<4 


ind the conclusion {fom all these is, 
that the, knowledge, which is necessary in 


-in the scriptures, that none need 


things; and in this way enriching his mind 


tie to the Hebrews says of Moses ‘‘that he ¢s- - 


e had respect unto the recompense of re- 


I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for 


which existed before the foundation of the 


only in the commission “given to, the 
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MESSENGER AND ADVOCATEx 


twelve after.-the, ogurrection of Jesus, from 
the Ere different of the epistles, 0, 
that the enquirer after. truth on this point,- 
neednot be mistaken. ‘It is so manifest, that 
it would require a good deal of ingenuity to 
rend? it so obscure that a person could not 
ace it at the first reading: a person muat be 
reatly blinded by tradifion, who cannot see 
it if he reads his bible-once through with any 
degree of attention. | 
. When the Savior gave commission to the 
apostles afler his resurrection from the dead, 
he said unte them, as recorded by Mat- 
thew, 28 chapter, 19 and 20 verses: ‘‘Go ye 
_ therefore, and teach all nations baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them 
to observe all things, whatsoever I have com- 
manded you: and, lo, I am with you always, 
even unto the end of the world. Amen.’ 


Freedom, Oct. 28, 1834. 

Dean Brotarr:— 

‘ When the world, from time to time, haa 
en, deluged with the blood of those who 
dissented in their faith and practice fram the 
professing world around them, it may be 
‘thought difficult to discern between the real 
followers of the Lamb of God and the hyp- 
crite: for the reason that all dissenters were 
once few in number, compared. with their op- 
posers, and were compelled to. receive the 
curses and reproaches of an unholy throng. 
From such premises, would it not be an irza- 
tional conclusion, and tax the Almighty with 
mutability of purpos> to say ‘that they are 
all alike accepted of. him? that he looks at 
their sincerity only, and that he has respect 
to any and every ordinance, cren though 
they may not bo of divine appointment?— 
One believes that baptism should be perfor- 
med by immersion; a second by pouring; a 
third by sprinkling; a fourth is satisfied with 
any method, and a fifth believes that no or- 
dinances are now required, but that all are 
done away. Some believe that revelations 
from God were once recciyed, but that he 
has now for a-long time ceased to reveal his 
mind and. will tothe children of men. I 
would ask such as are willing to accept any 
thing or nothing, for. baptisin, if our Savior 
has given a new commission since the 
of the apastles, and left out baptism and the 
laying. on of hands for the reception of the 

oly. Ghost, as nonessential? Prove that po- 
sition from the scripture and I yield the ar- 


gument. [f this point cannot be sufported 


by scripture argument, it niust be by modern 


revelation, Or one of two points must be con-, 
it is untrue, or, it of necesaity, 


follows,that the sincere infidel who believes in | 


n 

ond the: as the most zealous chris- 
For it fellows of neces tat God is, 
constantly changin urposes; var 
his even in the same 
tion, and does not, (onthe principle believed 


by rian world, ) conde- 
acend to feveal it the children and 


fe. has as. good. a hope of endless felici- 


only in ancient, revelation: But should 
an one perchance tell me he was, called. of. 
God to preach, I would challenge him to show. 
me his commission from the high court..of. 
heaved, or canyince me he was. sent of God 
on that all imporiant errand, or has even.been, 
renewed by divine grace, without a revelation. 
of God to him. Perhaps, the o jector wih 
be willing to admit, for his own safety, and. 
that of his sectarian friends, that he or his. - 
friends, have had so much revelation as to 
canyince him that his sins are forgiven and 
that God has called him to preach his gospel. 
Admit so much, and then see the dilemma in« 
to which the objector has fallen. If God has. 
revealed to one in these degenerate days, that. 
hissing are forgiven; that he has. called hin, 
and committed to him a dispensatian of, the, 
gospel, certainly he may do so by cnother,: 
cateris, paribus; for he has done 


| he has done so in these last days; he may 


so again, and more also, for he is immutable, 
and ‘is of persons; but:in eve-r 
ry, nation he that feareth God and worketh 
righteousaess is accepted with him.’’ The. 
objector may say, that God has for a long. 
time ceased to- reveal. bimself other than_as. 
above admitted. To. which I would reply,. 
that in every dispensation from. the creation) - 
down to the. present time he has revealed. 
himself by his mercies and his judgments,; 
and even having the ordinance before t 
and yet disbelieving them, never changes the, 
purposes of the most High, .nor destroys. 
one fact. Did the antediluvians believe. the 
preaching of Noah? eertainly not, Did the. 


sectarians, heed the admonitions of righteous 


Lot? not in the least. Did the company 

Kora, Dathan ‘dnd Abiram give ear to tha 
commands of the Most-High by the monte 
of his servant, Moses? By no means. Did 
Saul follow the ‘Lord and hearken to his 
counsels and precepts as did David, the man 


after God’s own heart? He did not.. Did 


the Jews, as.d, natién, receive the Messiah? 
They did not. Did thoy then, or do they: 


ever condescended to rey 


yet requires an implicit obedience ‘te all his| ever cox 
coumpahde, raids, as the ground of theif acpeptance | fo came 
On, the subject. of revelation there 


Many of those who believe | ner under 


in and 
ja? 


the dead? They did nat, neither do they 4 

now; but the bare denying of a fact wilbnev- K, 

er disprove Though they fabricated, and’ 

perpetuated a most barcfaced falsehood ta 4 

corroborate their erroncous sentiments, stilf 3 

it did not obtain universal credence? 

them: “Say ye, his disciples came and stole 
lim away while we slept; and if this come’ *" 

to the governor’s ears we will persuade hit 

and secure From the preceding 4 

missions of the objector two points afc ins a 

controvertibly established: first, That God a 

has had, in every dispensation, those who. ‘2 

feared’ him and worked righteousness: 

That in every dispensation those iw. 

believed, and disbbeyed, were cut off ’ 

for their unbelief and rebellion. ~~” 

_Who I ask, were they, to.wh 
nat to those who believed he would not 4 

thr their acta have not been characterized 4 

with that atrict regard for all his commands : 
which has always beer the prominent fea= a 
tures inthe conduct of all those to whom. he 
nded to reveal himself. Phe q 
with Dus people 

versity of | circumstances, if he he thy 4 
‘ = 


MEBBENGER AND ADVOCATE 


‘ 


Godt He has certainly (as admitted 
tilenoce in our time, that has 
“Surely ths Look 
(sa scripture) the wi 

do nothing but he sevealeths his secrets to his 
servants, the prophets;’’ and if the prophéts 
‘warn the people to repent and they give no. 
béed to their w 
it is no more evidence that they are not the 
prophets, and that the Lord has not revealed 


all) sent 
a 
walked in 


ys the 


this unto them, than that the unbelief of the} 


Jews did away the validity of the mission of 
the blessed Savior into this lower world.— 
But says the objector, your prophets are bad 
men, and deceivers. In reply, I would say, 
So said they of the ancient prophets: even 
the Savior of the world was called a deceiver, 
and yet he was no less than the Son of the 
living God. The Jews denied the new tes- 
tament and its divine authority, but that 
does not render it nugatory. | 
From the foregoing remarks we may infer, 
Ist, That the more righteous, holy and pi- 
ous any people are, the more sure they are 
of having their names cast out as evil, by an 
unholy throng: 2nd, That the unbelief of a 
wicked world in the testimony of the Lord’s 
hets, never averted the calamities that 
ve, from time to time, been foretold should 
come upon the ungodly: 3rd, That the un- 
belief and sinfulness of a wicked world is 
_ what destroyes the communications between 
- Ged and the childrén of men: 4th, That 
the undelicf of the many will not destroy the 
belief nor the intercourse with heaven of the 
‘few, whom God has chosen even in these 
Jast ar And Sth, That his truly faith- 
fal followers are sure of persecution here, 
of glory hereafter. | 


ours truly. | 
W. A. COWDERY. 
To Cowprry. | 


wing sirong in faith. We had an excel- 
nt meeting on Sabbath and Sabbath eve- 


| 
I have had thoughts of requesting you to 
enquire what is the will of the Lord concern- 
ing me, and what he would have me to do.— 
appears to me, that I am willing to submit 
to any privations, or perform any thing that 
I can be made fully sensible he requires of me. 
Sometimes I think I can be useful in the vine- 
| qe of the Lord, but if that time ever comes, 
must have more purity of heart, more of the 
Spirit of the living God, and stronger faith. 
T must have that wisdom which is from above 
which is first peaceable, then pure; easy to 
be entreated, of merc: good fruits, 
without partiality and without hypocrisy. 
__. I bave read the last Star with a great deal 
of interest. Your address to the patrons of 
the Star is admirably written. There are a 
few orthogra 


h ou 
relatives in 


ing, you must admit that} 


that place that they all sharé'amply in m 
amply in my 
OW. A. C. 


Liberty Mo. October 20, 1834. 
LETTER NO. I. 


BrorHER:— 
. Much as I desire to be faithful in 
the ofice which the Lord me, I 
shall-not be able to labor in®it till spring: 
wherefore, to answer your request, l 
send you a few letters relative'to the region 
of the ‘‘far west.” 
My source of learning, and my manner of 
life, from my youth up, will exclude me from 
the fassionable pleasure of staining my com, 
munications, with the fancy colors of a fresh-\ 
man of Dartmouth, asophomore of Harvard, 
or even a graduate of Yale; nothing but the 
clear stream of truth will answer the purpose 
of men of God. With that they may glide 
along amid the tornadoes of persecution, and 
among the wrecks of departing thing ‘‘faith- 
ful friends and fearless foes,’’ till ‘‘the cities 
are wasted without inhabitant and the houses 
without man:’” yea, they may live in man- 
sions of perfection, holily, when the epitaph 
of this world’s vanity, may be written in its 


ashes! 
To begin my subject—I shall give a few 
sketches of often called the Upper 
Missouri; situated in the borders of the vast 
prairies of the Great West. Very little dif- 
ference 18 perceptible, in the upper counties 
of Missouri, in soil, productions, settlements, 
or society. If there bean exception, it must 
be in the position and sqil of Jackson. The 
appearance, soil and productions of Lafay- 
ette, Saline, Van Buren, Ray, Clinton, and 
Clay counties, are so near alike, that I can 
only say there may be a preference, but no 
difference. These counties, in general have 
a tolerable rich soil, composed of clay, fine 
sand, and black mold, especially upon the 
prairies. The cultivated produce consists 
chiefly of small quantities of wheat, large 
quantities of corn, some oats, hemp, cattle, 
horses, a few sheep, hogs, in scores, and a 
variety of vegitables, but not to any extent.— 
Sweet potatoes, cotton, tobacco, 
other plants, grow, in fair seasons, very weil. 
The face of the country is somewhat roll- 
ing, though-not hilly, and, owing to the great 
deapth.of soil, the branches, or brooks, are 
out and present ugly ravines from 
ten to fifty feet deep; one of the great causes 
why the. Missouriis ever rily. Every rain | 
starts the mud. 
Unlike the martiat-like wildernesses of the 
timbered States, except upon rivers and ws- 
ter courses, which are striped ‘and specked 
with a rather small than sturdy growth’ of 


trees, as far as the eye can glance, swell peeps 


over swell, and prairie lies bsyond prairie, til! 
the spectator can almést imagine’ himself in 
the midst of an ocean of meadows. = 

The timber is mixture of severe! 
kinds of oak, hickory, black walnut, ¢lm, ash, 
cherry, honey locust, niuiberry, co fee bean. 
hack , base wood, and box elder, with 
the addition upon the Bottoms, ges wood, 

maple, 


button wood, pecon, soft with ‘now 


| 
| 
4 | 
| 
| 
| 
4 P. S. Our little church, are, as a bod 
4 

. think, are excellent. in your answer to 

. mine of the first ultimo, I think you handle 

Besbe of the Baptist Register, rather un- 

4 ceremoniously; but, perhaps no more so than 

a he deserves. I hope you will soon find time 

4 ister, ve the world q statement of 

what you deem facts on the subject. 

. Although I have never seen your lady, I 

feel an interest for her welfare, 

’ will assure her, end our other 


thelatter part of it, are sometimes digable the 


pple, &c. 
_The climate is 
three quarters of the year; and, being situa- 
ted about an equal distance from the Atlan- 
 ticand Pacific oc2ans, as well as from the Al- 
. legany and Rocky mountains, in near 39 de- 
razes of north latitude, and between 16 and 
7 d2grees of west longitude, it certainly af- 
__ fords the pleasing hope of becoming as good 
'. g@ spot as there will b20n the globe, when the 
~ wolf shall lie down with the lamb. The cold- 
est weathercomes in December and January, 
with, hardly ever two day’ssleighing; so that 
sleighs and bells are among the unmentiona- 
bles of this great center of North America. — 
February is not unfrequently a mild month, 
- and Match so much so, that potatoes planted 


last of May. April though it has some frost, 
_ ie the opening season for business, for gar- 
dens, for corn, and, in fact, for every thin 
for summer crops, if you wish a good yield 
The spring is often wet, and the summer 
warm anddry. The fall beautiful. _As the 
- October frosts change the green strenght of 
-gummer into golden age, the Indians begin 
their fall hunt, and fire the prairies, till the 
western world becomes so full of smoke, that, 
as it eventually spreads by the fall winds, for 
-all I know, it makes the !‘smoky days,’’ or 
‘(Indian summer,’’ throughout the continent. 
The wild game is an important link to the 
living of many in the west. In the inhabited 
sections, however, it grows ‘‘less log 
and whéfe the hunter could once drop the 
huge buffalo, the surly bear, the stately elk, 
the sly beaver, and the proud swan, he can 
now find difficulty in bringing down the deer, 
the wolf, the fox, the turkey, the goose, the 
brandt, the duck, &c. while the squirrels, 
rabbits, raccoons, and many other small ani- 
mals ale oe please. Of the fish I will 
- Besides some cemmon birds to almost eve- 
ry State; the red finch, and the bodied, 
gold headed ead live and die.as habitu- 
a) settlers. “The'turkey buzzard; makes this 
clime h is “‘sommer house, and’ goes to other 
warmer quarters before winter.. The crow, 
the raven, and in mild winters, the robbin, 
poe here through cold weather, and mostly 
igrate to the forth with the return of 


spring. 
_ The honey bee isa large stockholder in the 
flowers of the variegated prairies; go much 80, 
that when they have not been used up by 
swartns of bee hunters, they yet: form one 
great ‘staple of the inland commerce of the 
west. Honey is frequently sold at 25 cents 
per whole sale, & 37 cents at retail, a gallon. 
Among the serpents, the rattle snake, and 
the copper head are the worst, though not 
very plenty. That bird, whose image, if.not. 
worshipped, has more adorere/in this nation 
than the Lord of glory, for it stands alike in 
the gold eagle, and silver dollar, and pearch- 
es as efully on the soldier's cap, as on 
the officer’s haf, and appears larger upon the 
sign of a tévern, than upon the of the 
United States,—I mean American 


tage to have land already cleared to your 
hands, as the es are; and there is no 
small disadvan to Jack timber for fencing, 


fuel, and buildings. 
are many good springs of water, yet | 
the prairies in some places; and, 


results in good roads and bridges, Jabor-saving 
machines, and excellent miils, is yet dorm- 
ant. I do not know ofa clothier’s works in 
the Upper ‘et Lower country. It costs one 
fourth or one fifth of our grain to grind it.— 
Run-round horse mills, or those on the inclin- 
ed plane order, for horses and oxen, are all 
the d¢pendence at present. There isa 
steam saw and grist mill, of about ten horse — 

ower engine, in Clay; a steam saw mill at 

exington and a flouring mill maar finished, 
on the n. It may 
supposed, in those States where negroes 
the work, that they can saw with a 
whip saw, and drive team to grind in an ani- 
ma! power mill. 

Let it be remembered that the most of the 
land is free from stones, even too much a0, | 
for, excepting lime stone, in some plades, 
there are very few if any for use. But suffice 
it to be, that, with all the lacks and inconve- 
niencies, now extant, grain is raised so easy, 
that a man may live as well on three day's 
work in a week, here, as on six in some @tb- 
er distant places. It is not uncommon for 
wheat, when ripe, to be let to cut And thresh 
atthe half. Corn at 20 cents per and 
wheat at 40, are, however the lowest selling 
prices latterly; andI conclude, that from the 
great quantity of corn and whéat, or flour, ne- 
cessary to supply the garrison, it will never be 
lower. So much on things as they nat- 

Now with all the country has, and all x 
has not, without witty inventions, let us re- 
flect, that God has made and prepared it for 
the use of his péople, like all the rest of the 
world, with good andbad totry them. Here 
are wanting mnany things to expedite ease and 
‘opulence. Here sickness comes, and where 
does it not? The ague end fever; the chill 
fever, a kind of cold plague, 
eases, prey upon emigrants till 
oughly seasoned to the climate. Here death 
puts an end to life, and so it does all over the 
globe. Here the poor have to labor to pro 
cure a living, and so they do where else. 
Here the saints suffer trials tribulations, 
while the wicked enjoy the world and rejoice, 
and so it has been since Cain’ built a city for 
the ungodly to revel in. 
_ But it is all right, and I thank God that it 
is so. ‘The wicked enjoy this world and the 
saints the next. They, exercise their agen- 
cy, and the saints theirs, are left to chocee 
for be God thet it is 
80, saves heav m tormhent, and 


soon sink with the fading gl of perishsa- 
ble things; and then the venke f long o 


is @ commoner among the great ones of 


and then a very patch of eugar maple.| But, lest I become irksome on too many 
The shrubbery, in. part, isred bud, dog wood, | things at once, let me turn to some of the ad- . 
hauthorn, nany berty, bazle,. goose berry, | vantages and disadvantages, which are. mat- : 
generally, water privileges for grist and #@ | 
mills, and carding machines and clothier’s a 

works are scarce. That patriotism, which ; 

4 

muaenc be thrown dé “and the roucrk 


| 


eth not, and the firc is not 
alas! for their fate! w o knows it? 


od 


< Gombe upon the land of LORS 

fir'treé; the pine tree, and the box 
‘ beantify the place of his sanctuary, and make 
the *placs of his feet glorious. Then, there 


will’ be @ river of pure water to gladden the 


© ofthe saint. Then, every man will speak 
in the name of God. Then, the righteous 
feéd themselves on the finest of wheat.— 


= , the enmity of man, and the enmity of 


“Beasts will cease. Then, the vail spread over 
all nations, will be taken off and the pure in 
\ heart see God and his glory. ‘Then, for brass 
* the ‘Lord will bring go old, and for iron silver, 
end for wood brass. 
“will be peace, and their exactors righteous- 
“ness: and then the land will be Wwortl: posses- | a 
“sing, and the world fit-to live i | 
‘With all these glories ahead, who would 
fall to seck them? Who would idle or revel 
“away a few years of fleshly gratification, and 
thousand rears’ happiness, and ° 1 eter- 
nity of iory? Who would sérve the devil to 
‘be: démon in dati: ness, when, by pleasing 
the Savior; and keeping his commandments, 


“he may be a son of God, in thacelestial world, | 
“where praise, and glory, and power, and do- | 


mninion, have an ct?rnal now for space and du- 
ration, arid the best from worlds to expand 
and heautify their sublimity? O that the 

“whole empire of God might shout—voxe!— 

"But, it will not be so, for satan spreads him- 

“Belfand copes with thousands that must wel- 

fih woe unutterable, where their worm di- 
uenched. Alas! 


~Men of God, from this let L» ‘carn to take 
“ot in: our lamps from the ere Spirit foun- 
above, and light them ihe blaze of that 
i] fire, where a Hancock, a Jefferson, and 
“Washington, lit their tapers, that while | 
re ig a hope in heaven, or a gleam on earth, 
We muy not covet this world, nor fear death, | 
bat, as Péter, as Paul, as James, die for the 
eke of ri teousness, havin the good | 
— Overcome through grace: Amen. 


over, 
WwW. W. PHELPS. 
Ouiven Coworry, Esq. 


Maine, Oct. 20, 1884. 
Baormzn O. Cowprry,— 
Agreeable to 
“request. in the Evening and the Morning 
I proceed to give you a short account of my |. 
travels since the conference in this. place— 
-On'the 18th of JuneI started in compan 
with bro. ; Butterfield, to visit.a 
ehurch in Farmington, about 80 miles from 
consisted of ten members. 


reda short time with them and the}; 
em. a preacher, who is now 
3 whole gospel, and bids fair to 
very useful member in this church.— 


with famed ‘the 10th of July, 


poaple shout and baptized seven: one | 


and 


strong in the fai rejoicing in, nthe Te. 
then bro.. Kempton. -with,me and Ja- 
bored in the back tawns for Of six 


Viaitang 
a door ue we 


"Then, the saints’ officers’ 


ven: st ourlabor 

‘be: hs hav with’ éonsid- 
Oppdésition from the sectarian priests, 
and according to the appearance, they ysed 
all their. influence against the work of the 
Lord; but notwithstanding, where we can get 
the ears of the people, and have the eae, 
of speaking to them once, they generally 
want to hear more—prejudice falis before the 
power of truth. ‘There are many investiga- 
ting the work of the Lord. I have baptized 
one and there are believers who 
have not yet obeyed; but expect there will 
ibe some on my return. There appears to be 
a considerable field open in this section, and 
a great call for preaching: and if there could 


| some faithful brethren eome into these parts 


they would find work enough, and wou d no 


I then. attended | 


weh;-and|_ 


doubt do much good. We should be giad if 
any ¢u.:7s into these parts that they may be 
conipetent workmen. 
Yours in the bonds of the new corénant. 
oY LVESTER B. STODDARD. 


| Paris, Tennessec, Oct. 11, 184. 
Dear Brotuer: 
In much haste I set me 

down to inform you, that we have 
ed a State in which the gospel of Christ, in. 
its fulness, has not as yet: been, preached.— 
We started from Missouri on the 12thof Sept. — 
_ recommendations from the Bishop and 
high council, to go out and proclaim the gos- 

me the sons of men; and being led by the 
Spirit to go to the south, like Philip of old, 
we took a Steam boat at Lagrange, one hun- 
dred and sixty miles above St. Louis, and — 
‘landed at the mouth of the Ohio River, on 
Kentucky side, bending our course towards 
Nashville. We commenced preaching as we 
travelled across the south corner of cas ; 
but. have not as yet baptized any. Weare 
now in the flourishing town of ris, where 
the Campbellites are a two days meet- 
ing. We have published an appointment to 
preach this evening in the court house in this 


| All- kinds of on prevail here, 
to the ‘‘Live forevers,’’ and ‘‘two seeds,”’ 


“Jron-sides; and we sincerely ask the-pray: 
ers of.our brethren in Kirtland; in our be 


: om; for we 
have: the power of tyranny that exists in 
slave States; the power of priest eraft; the 
‘power of tradition; the power of the righes 
and honorg of this world; and i in Fass the 


truly the are numerous, end | 
this people are. to their idols... -but not- 


by his Lo faithfully our 
in warning this peop og eur garments 
-| mag be rid of the of all men. We.ex- 
nate to come to Kirtland between now and 2 
the first of May; next. 

The horn is now sounding forCampbellite 
meeting, at 3-P. M. wish te. attend. 
Yours in Christ. D, We PATTEN, | 

W. PARISH. 


preached the gospel the abili-! 


To Cowperv. 


* 
=| 
> 
» 
4 
ad 
4 
a 
ig 
B that God may dispose the hearts of peo- 
ive the i ord th ill 
4 nle to receive in 1 ow at wi 
& 
i 
a and we say in our f streteh 
EE 
to. 
Aupust, when I started 
A 
eptember,. arrived in Far 
> 


KIR? TLA IND, “NOVEMBER, lest: 


receivedseveral letters since our last,.a 
summary of which will, be given in.our 
next | The cause of our heavenly Mas- 
ter isreptesentéd untishally inte® | 
esting. attituuc--There are numbers 
daily: embracing the truth, and..many 
calls are heard on 4 the right and on the, 
left, for the elders to fill... In fact, we 
“Knot not when fhe work “has ‘been 
more prosperous, than cat 
"There i is a general c: iquiry wherever 
the word is preached, lat a’ field 
for labor!—Ifow iniportant fiat’ every 
proclaimer conducts with prudence; and 
exercises himself .with paticnce—How 
consistent that we pray the Lord to send 
more laborers into the vineyard! | 
communication from our esteemed 
| Elder Jonnx Murnocx; dated: at 
Eugene, Indiana, the 11 inst. informs} 
of the sitting of a conference of the’ 
old ders of this chirch in fhat place on| 
the 30th, and of Oct. 

From the minutes: we'learn, 
was composed of eleven el- 
ders, three of whompresided over three 
churches, as follows: Elder Levr 
Jones, ‘over the church at Eugene, Ta. 
composed of 55 membérs,’ in all’ 
der, Ricu,. over the church at 
Pekin composed of 30. members, 
in all. Elder Moses Harris, over the 
church at Liberty, Park co. Ta. * comn- 


y 
It is er: that. oon reat should 
be ie that this conference was 
held in a thinly settled “country, ‘when 
compared with our populous. cities and 
villages ip the east; and that in conser 
of the short’ Notice | of the con- 
rence, churches:'at a distaiice “were 
_ probably: prevented from sending their 
the intelligence in season to it pub- 
licity; andi if. we tid” 
know of-i¢ until after its sitting.” 
Elder Murpocx informs us that 
other of is given for the.as- 
sembling of a ‘conference at ‘the 
plate, (Bugene Ta: 


vary, next. 


opinion u 


| to investigation? 


inborer, | 
after 2: lorng<timespent in<disséminas — 
iing the principles of the, ca 
to sit down in Social couneil wit 
=| ets’ alike” itd ‘Wi 
numbers whose bosoms glow with die 

same for salvation of€nthé 
| scold, him, h 
jmunicate the appy intel of 
nunibers”’ havitig” 
thro** their: that "thre 
sacred truths of hoayes thus, 

though perhaps Weakness, 


sufficient importance to 
"This 
By smeeting . frequenthy:: in” cotifer> 
ences acquaintance and,, fa 
is cultivated, which is so necessa 


for 
the promotion of the cause—Each el 
der is furnithéd with ah decetit‘ef the 
labors, and success. alk; d js 

prepared, with authentic mformation, 


to carry the jéyful‘intelligence: to his 
respective theta 
whose duty requires’ attepignce 
other matters, may he ually. 
of ted, and so the ‘whole’ bod 
saints of the! Lord: Festis be’ ‘re 
with: the. news the hia 
cause... + Ot: bebves 
hortation tha 
der; andit betrays q want 
dence in us; of tod win 
but, -owevéer wé 
ability ti, we teal 
subject. cannot be 
them, ‘and its linipot 
Much, they wilt ‘sée de Bpori 


in 

thus toiling, we 
heart ig equally devoted, 
bie ions: 


with.them,. with vith thet 
assembly which will naver ch | 
Ovi patrohs will ‘that 
we nbtified all 
over its’ prope 


4 


Fora considerable le 


of 


4 
resent, we have heard no dissavsis 
tioti expressed, add 7 
on expfe presame | ae a 
| POMeCer 38 
| 64 lew 
on utlity anc ium: Faith of the church, an. 
erences. be ino pel” we expoct hese 2 


‘be discussed farther, it in 
‘of our worthy brother 
bacon s. Riovon, one of the Presi- 

Mid. degree that 


oi we call the attention of our readers to 


those articles, to which we have refer- 
red above, and believe, thatevery saint 
will read with care and cheerfulness 
every matter which may be presented 
for their consideration, on the ali im- 
subject of ‘J 


A A. COWDERY, Esq. 
(Dean Baornrk: 

have received, of 
late, from you, 
Containing s6veral questions. Not long 


‘mind, ither publicly or privately, up- 
en.a few remarks of the Savior, as re- 


corded in Mat. 16:16, 17 & 18— 
‘4And Simon Peter answered and ‘said, 
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 


wf ed and said 


“ee thou, Simon Bar-jona 
hath not rev ed i it 
thea," ‘ag Father which is in 
jWAnd sa ‘unto thee, that 
“tthe art Peter, and. upon this rock I will 
horch: and the hell 

, prevail against it. 

x ‘his is pra ‘that the. Savior never did 
gor’ never -will, build. his church upon 
any:other: foundation, or sustain it up- 
on any” other ‘principle, con he there 
ion from, the Father - he. was the 
Christ’: Erect:a¢hurch upon any oth- 
‘ef foundation and when the storm comes 
ment, fall. And ‘the only reason 
whe .church was not always on 
earth;"i9; that men ‘ceased to obtain rev- 
eltiohs from heaven. And the only 
reasop why they were deceived in time 
the ast days, is be- 


thet Je Jesus ts 


that the Father had revealed it to him, 

and upon that Rock he would build his 
church and the gates of hell should not 
prevail against it. For if men know 
that Jesus is the Christ, it must be by 
revelation. To be sure, we may say, 
that the apostles testify of him, and that 
we believe they tell us the truth; but 

will this save a people from destruc- — 
tion, when the cunning arguments of | 
the adversary are leveled as a mighty 
shaft to shake man from the founda- 
tion? No; he must have an assur- 


ance. The salvation of man is ofthat 
— | importance that he is not left top| mere — 

] belief, founded upon the testimony or 
say-soof another man! No; flesh and 
blood cannot reveal ii—it must be the 
Father: and query: If the everlasting 
Father reveals to men that Jesus is the 
Son of God, can they be overthrown? 
Can floods or flames, principalities or 
powers; things present or to come; | 


heights or debths, swerve them from the 


foundation—the rocx? No; said our 
Lord, the gates of hell cannot prevail! 
There is an assurance in the things of 
God that cannot be obliterated! - There 
is a certainty accompanying nis divine 
communications which enables the mind 


‘to soar aloft, and contemplate—not on- 


ata" 


But the Lord said to Peter} i 


ly contemplate, but mingle with thebles- 
sed in the blessed mansions, where all 
things are pure!’ It is this, thon, which 
constitutes a certainty. 
‘There can be no doulit but that the 
true church did exist after the Lord’s 
ascension; but the query.is, how shall 


| we reconcile this point, when we say 


that it did not exist on earth fora num- | 
ber of centuries, and yet say that the 
gates of hell did not prevail against 
it? To(the answer: 

You will see above, that I have plain- 
ly contended that the gates of hell 
could not prevail against a man or so- 
ciety of men while they hold commun- 
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MESSENGER AND.AD 


will now suppose case, OF pro- 
pose a question: If Elijah had been 
the only individual on earth who kept 
the commandments of the Lord, he 
would have been/ad? the church then 


commandments, are disowned by him. 
If these points are admitted, I proceed: 
- When Elijah was taken up to heaven, 
did the gates of hell prevail against the 
church of God? Did they overcome 
the holy priesthood? No; neither.— 
| Had Elijah been the last righteous man, 
and his enemies prevailed over his 
natural body, and put him to death, 


would the gates of hell have prevailed 


against the church? No}; the hely 
priesthood would have been taken to 
God, and .the gates of hell would have 
_been as unsuccessful as in the case of 
his translation. 

In the church, said Paul, God has 
placed apostles, prophets, evangelists, 
pastors, teachers, miracles, gifts of 
healings, helps, governments, and di- 
versities of tongues; for the perfecting 
of the saints, for the work of the min- 
_ istry, for the edifying of. the body of 


’ Christ: till we all come: in the unity of 


the faith, and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto 
the measure of the stature of the ful- 
mess of Christ. But did that church 
exist? Are the fruits of that priesthood 
now tobe found, or have they been 
- among men from the apostles to the 
present? Where are the individuals 
who will pretend that this has been the 
case? And yet they say that Christ’s 
church has continued on earth, and that, 
the gates of hell have not soeetlindl 


against id Here seems to be a troub-} - 
le—To admit that the authority of ad-| 


been taken away, would admit, at once, | 


‘that they have no authority. This pla-} 


‘ces men under the necessity of saying, 
‘that the church of God has' and does! 


exist, in all these variegated forme. and 
more resembling the. ancient church, 
than the ancient church Leislicnes of 
the Hindoos. 

It is revelation which cousindaaie. 


laration to Peter, thatthe Father had 
revealed to him, and upon that principle - 
his church should exist. Show me 
any other, and I confess that you wall 
show me a something, the pattern of 
which I have not found in the. holy 
scriptures, as coming frem heaven! . 
You will begin to see my mind upon 
this matter. IJtis, that when men ceases . 
ed to bring forth the fruits of the king- 
dom of God on earth, it ceased to en- 
ist on earth; and when it.ceased to ex- 
‘ist on earth, he took the authority to 
himself, and with it the holy pries 


I'The gates of hell did not prevaile- 


gainst tho church of God; and, the de- om 
cree of our Father is, that they shall ~~ 
not; but no man will pretend, (ifhe @ 
does it is in vain, ) that the pure. eburgh, 
as existed in the days of Paul, andor 
a length of time afterward, ‘has contin- 
ued. If so, according to Ais:theory, 
the gates of hell have prevailed agaiuat - 
it; for he cannot trace its existence 
here. Ho may trace @ ‘supposed 
authority through a succession of Popes 
and bishops; but if the authontywas 
there, where is and where was the frat? 
If we look into the 12th chapters of 
John’s Revelation on .Patmos,;:.we 
shall see the church -representodia a 


taken from ‘the earth, thatit is impess- 
understood.— Editor.’ 
a To We Phelps, do 
Dean 


ont 


church of Christ; for this wasthe deo- — 


striking figure, so ‘plainty shown'te-¥e 


upon earth. And you know that any a | 

and every people ceazifig to keep bis | Ms 
| 9 

| 

ministering ordinances, on earth, has E 


are that he never works |; 
the dark—hHis works are'always per- 
forméd in a clear, mtelligible manner: | 


be’ séeii afterward. { In view: ef 
siiffer me to make-a few remarks | 
BY Way of Phe -works | 


degree of ‘brilliancy, but’ time changes 


“nothing except that: which. 


of the church of the]. 
bum, shout his triumphant coming, 


of the-perplexities and Wistouragements, 


the Latter Day: Saints; -and prdlish; for} 


thie Benet of enquirers, and 


| tre disposed to learn. 


‘Phore are cer- 


tain relative to the works of G yad 


‘the? consideration and-observ- | 


airce of every individual, and 


ahd @nother point is, that he never 
Wotks- in! vain. ‘This is not the case 
With but might it not be? 
the Lord works, he. accomplishes ‘his 
piiFposés, and the effects of his po¥er 


of shine for a.scason avitir 


thelr tirid whether it'did or 
Wonld be the samciin-a little 


erected by a hand which’ never 
xtows weak, can remain awhen 
mais 
P-ghall-not be to 
beautify my narrative-with a relation of 
the-faith of Ewocu; and those who.as- 
Sistéd hint fo build up Zion, which fied 
to" Godon: the<mmountains of which 
Was cdtiméanded the blessing, life for 
éver moré—to be held in reserve to add 
endéthet ray of glory to the grand reti- 
vine; ‘wher worlds sliall rock {tom their 
their denter; the nations of the 
€ighteous rise from: the dust; and. tie 


his -kingtlom, over which he. 


rdigh till‘all. ¢nemies are subdued. | 
by ‘eppression or faisshdods butit isthe 


Nor shall ] write the history: of the 
bord's chureh, raised-up according to, 
hisown instruction to Mises and Aaron;| 


which came upon-tsractfor theiz trans- 
upon the 


‘reap the revrard oftheir iniquities, ! to | 
the 
‘the 
it theres is; unifores 
ify so a manner so precise, and- 
ordinanécs so ininute, in all ages:and 
generations when ever God has ostabs« 
listied his church afhong that 
should Ihave ‘occasion to recur to ei- 
ther age, and particularly tothatchar-— 
acterized by the advent of the Messiah) 
and the ministry of the apostles of that, 
church; with a cursory view of the 
same till it lost its visibility on carth; 


was driven ‘into dirkness, or till God 


took: the’holy -pries:héod unto: himsélfj 
where “it has been held in reserva'cto 
‘the presont century, as‘a matter of tight, 
m this: free country,.I may take the 
privilege. This ‘may: be doubted by 
sonie—indéed: by many—as ‘an admis- 
‘sion of this point would overthrow tho 
popular svstenis ‘of the day.» T cannot 

reasonably expect, then, that the large 
nijority of professors owill be willing 
to my argument fora moment, 
as a.careful, impartial, and faithful in- 
vestigntion of the doctrines which: I be- 
lieve: té beicorrect, and the principles 
cherished. in my -bosom—and’ believed 
by: this elsuseh—by every honest man 
must be admitted as truth. Of this I 
may. as Tertullian said.to the Em- 
peror when; writing in defence of the 
saints inchs: day:..‘“Whoever looked 
weil ito our neligion that did not em- 
it?” - 

_-Common and plans. of 
men may be overthrown, or,destroyed 
by opposition. . The. systems of this 
world may be exploded-or annihilated 


‘reverse with pure religion. There is 
‘power attendant on truth that.all. the 
arts and designs: of men cannot: fath- 
oms. there is an increasing influence 
-which ‘rises. up inane place the moment 


66vered:in: anether,’ and the more 


Hitels “aradaedd; and: the harsher: the 
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‘employed to elect 
the numerous are its,yotaries,— 
‘Tt is ‘not -the yain cry. of ‘delusion’? 
from the giddy . multitude; it is not , the 
snears of bigots; it is. not, the frow ns of 
zealots, neither the rage of princes, | 
kings, nor emperors, t that. can prevent 
its influence; ‘The fact is, as ‘Tertulli- 
ar_said, no man ever looked. carefully 
into its consistency and propricty with- 
out embracing: it, dt is, impossible: 
That. light which enlightens 1 many, is at 
once enraptured; that intelligence which 
existed before the world was,. wall 
unite, and that wisdom in the: Divi ine 
economy will be so conspicuous, that 


it will be embraced, it will be obsery ‘ed, | 


and it must be obeyed! weds 
Look at pure religion wheney er it 
has had a place on earth, and. you ' will | 
‘always mark the same characteristics | 
in all its features. Look at truth (with- 
| out which the former could not cxist,) 
and the same peculiarities are apparent. | 
‘Those. who have been guided by theyn 
have always shown ‘the same princi- 
ples; and those. who were not, haye as 
uniformly sought to destroy their influ- 
ence. Religion has had its friends} 
‘and its‘enentiés; its advocates and its} 
oppondnts. ‘But the thousands of years 
tt ‘unaltered; ‘the millions’ who have « ‘cm-} 
‘braced it, and are “now enjoying ‘that 
bliss Held forth. in its promises, have 
its principles unchanged, and its‘in- 
‘fluence upon ‘the. honest heart, 
ened. ‘The many ‘oppositions: which 
Have encountered it} the millions of 
-ealumnies, the numberlegs reproaches, 
and the myriads of falsehoods,’ have 
‘eft its fair form unimpaired, its beauty | 
untarnished, and its excellence as ex- 
cellent; while its certainty is the same, 
‘and its foundation upheld by the hand 
‘of God! 
One pecittiarity of men to ho- 
“tite in the carly part of my nafrative.— 
Se fatas iny and 


os gnen, 1, and their 
has been ‘the custom of every ge 
ation, ‘to boast of, or “extol ‘the acts. of 
the former. In this respect I se it | 
to be distinctly understood, that 
the: righteous—those to w hom: 
municated bis will. “There has’ ever 
been an apparent blindness common 6 
men, which has hindered their discoy- 
ering the real worth and excellence’ of 
individuals while yesiding With them; 
but wher once depriv ced of their socie- 
ty, worth, and counsel, they were ready 
to exclaim, “how great and inéstinia- 
ble were their qualities, & how preciods 
[49-théir-memery,” 
The vilest-and most corrupt 
exempted from this‘ ‘charger: ever the 
Jews, whose former principles*haid Ge 
come degenerated,: and whose “Tetigion 
was a mere show, were found: 
that class who were- ‘ready to biild#and 
garnish the: ‘sepulchers of the prophets, ae 
and condemn their fathers for*puttitg 
them to death; making — 
of their own righteousness; andof their 
‘assurance of salyation, ‘inthe. midstiaf 
-which they ‘rose: up with oneiconsent, 
-and treacherousty .aund: shamefully»:be- 
trayed, and crucified the Saviortof:the 
‘world! -No:wonder that: 4he-onquiser 
}has tumed aside with disgist, 
| vel that God has appointed a 
avill cali the nations:before asd. 
reward) every vman an 
works! 


“Enoch: 
‘taken. home without tasting 


ieee 


it is said, was perfect in hisigeneratiods 
and it is plain that“-hé had communion: 
with his Maker, and’ by” ms direction 


| accomplished work:the of 


-which to be found theyansials — 


converted: that. the 
beernistayed? Mens 


Why. were not aél converted: ‘in 
‘and taken with<him to ‘glory?’ Newi, 7 
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Abvocats: 


ted, ‘ana extolled his faith: and he is 
even represented in the scriptures:— 
“The father of the faithful.” Moses 
talked-with the Lord face to face; recéiv- 
"ed the great moral law, upon the basis 
' -ofwhich those of all civilized govern- 
ments are founded; led Israel forty 
 ~years, and was taken home to receive 
the reward of his toils—then Jacob 
gould realize his worth. Well was the 
question asked by our Lord, ‘*How 
can the children of the bridechamber 
‘mourn while the bridegroom is with 
them?” It is said, that he travelled and 


| taught the rightcous principles of his 
lom, three years, during which he 
| halen men, and ordained them 
atles, &&c. The people saw and 

—they were particularly benefit- 
ted, many of them, by being healed of 
| infirmities, and diseases; of plagues, 
and devils: they saw him walk upon 


the. water; they saw the winds and 
: waves calmed at his command; they 


aw thousands fed to the full with a 


‘pittance, and the very powers of dark- 
nese tremble in his presence—and like 
-others before them, considered it as a 
_@ream, or a common occurrence, till 
the time was fulfilled, and he was of- 
feredup. Yet while he was with them 
he said, you shall desire to see one of | P 
. the days of the Son of Man, and shail 
not see it. He new that calamity 
would fall upon that peopje, and the 
- ‘wrath of heaven overtake them to their 
-@verthrow; and when that devoted ci- 
with armies, well 
‘maypiwe conclude that they desired a 
pretecter possessing sufficient power 
tolead them to some safe place aside 
frem the tumult of a siege. 

'.» Since the apostles fell asleep all men 
©profess ‘a belief in the truth of 
‘their mission, extol their virtues and 
celebrate their fame.- It seems to have 
- been forgotten that they were men of 


ings, passions, and imperfeetions 


mon to other men. But it appears, 


that they, as others were before them, 
are looked upon as men of perfection, 


advance of any since.. So were tho 


characters of the prophets held in the | 
days of these apostles. What can be 


the difference in the reward, whether a 
man died for righteousness’ sake iu the 
days of Abel, Zacharias, John, the 
twelve apostles chosen at Jerusalem, 
orsince? Is not the dife of one equal- 
lv as precious as the other? and is not 
the truth, just as true? 

But in reviewing the lives and acts, 
of men in past generations, whenever 
we find a righteous man among them, 
there always were excuses for not giv- 
ing heed or credence to his testimony. 
The peorie could see his imperfections; 
or, if no imperfections, supposed ones, 
and were always ready to frame an 
excuse upon that for not belicving.— 
No matter how pure the principles, nor 

how precious the teachings—an ex- 
cuse was wanted—and an excuse was 
had. 


The next gencration, was 


favored with equally as righteous men, 
"f° were condemned upon the same 


nciples of the former, while the acts 
and precepts of the former were the _ 
boasts of the multitude; when, in real- 


ity, their doctrines were no more pure, 
their exertions to turn men to right- 
eousness no greater, neither their walk 
any more circumspect—the grave of 
the former jis considered to be holy, 


and his sepulcher is garnshed. while 


the latter is deprived a dwelling among 
men, or even an existence upon earth! 
Such is a specimen of the depravity 


and inconsistency of men, and such | 


has been their conduct toward the 
righteous in centuries past. 

When John the son of Zacharias 
came among the Jews, it is said. that 
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he came neither eating bread nor] 
drinking wine. Im another place it 
is said that his meat was locusts and 
wild honey.. The Jews saw him, 
heard him preach, and were witnesses 
of the purity of the doctrines advocated 
—they wanted an excuse, and they 
soon found one—*He hath a devil!”— 
who, among. all generations, that 
valued his salvation, would be taught 
by, or follow one possessed of a devil? 
The Savior came in form and fas- 
sion of aman; he ate, drank, and 
walked about as a man, and they said, 
“Behold, a man gluttonous, and a wine- 
bibber, a friend of publicans and sin- 
ners!” You see an excuse, was wan- 
ting, but not long wanting till it was 
found—Who would follow a dissipated 
leader? or who, among the righteous 
Pharisees would acknowledge a man 
who would condescend to eat with pub- 
licans and sinners? This was too 
-much—they could not endure it. An 
individual teaching the doctrines of the 
kingdom of heaven, and declaring that 
‘that kingdom was nigh, or that it had 
already come, must appear different 
from éthers, or he could not be re-| 
ceived. If he were athirst he must 
not drink, if faint he must not. eat, and 
if weary he must not rest, because he 
had assumed the authority to teach the 
world righteousness, and he must be 
different in manners, and in constitu- 
tion, if not in form, that’ all might be 
attracted by his singular appearance: 
that his singular demeanor might gain 
the reverence of the people, or he was 
an impostor—a false teacher—a wick- 
ed man—a sinner—and an accomplice |i 
_ of Beelzebub, the prince of devils! 
If singularity of appearance, or dif=} 
ference of manners would command] 
respect, certainly John would have 


been reverenced, and heard. To see} ct 


curiosity of the’ carlos, 1 td 
extent. But there was ity 
in this man ‘common to every rightedils 
man before him, for which the pedple 
hated him, and for whieh ‘he ‘Tést his 
life—he taught | holiness, proclaimed 
pentance and baptism for the remission 
of sins, warned the’ people of the cdn- 
sequences of iniquity, and‘ declared 
that the kingdom of heaven was at 
hand—Al this was too much!’ Ts’ see 
one dressed so rididulously, | eating no 
common food, neither drinking ‘wine : 
like other men; stepping in advatice of 
the learned and reverend ‘Phariaées, 
wise doctors, and: righteous’ scribes, 
and declaring, at the same time, that 
thé Lord’s kingdoti would soon appear, 
could not be borne—he must not teach 
—he’ must not assume—he must not 
tempt to lead the | cople ‘after 
hath a devil!” 
The Jews were willing: (profe: - 
ly so, ) to believe the ancient ‘prophets, 
and follow the directions of és 
delivered to the them} 
when one came teaching the’ same do6- 
trine, and proclaiming the same things, 
only that they werénehter, the: would 
not hear. Men say if they’ see 
they would believe;:but T have thought — 
the reverse, in this respect 
cannot see they will believe. 
One of two reasons 3 
as the cause why the messengera:tf 
truth have been rejected—perhapeboth. 
The multitude saw their imperfections, | 


for. wearing camels’ hair, eat 


‘ne coming from the wilderness, . clad | shis 


with camels’ hair, drinking neither} 


drink, nor yet eating '' re 


or supposed ones, and from thet’ fram- 
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